ON JANTAUY in, iquH Gandhi and otheis who attended tourt for
sentence pleaded guilty to the i han<e of disobrviuj* the order to leave
the colony within (he time-limit,
in a short statement to flu4 eunrt, Gandhi satd that no distinction
should be made between his iase and those* t\ho \\ere to follow, lie
had just reteived a message from Pretoria that his mileages had
been sentenced (o tlurr mouths' imprisouwrnt \\iili hanl lahour in
addition to a hra\\ lino, "If thrsr tnrn had roiutniftrd ait olli'wv, I
had ronunitttHl a ^iratrr nlihitr," plradrd (J.intlhi. ilt\ thnrlhrr,
askrd thr magistiatr to hnposr upon him thr heaviest penalty, The
magistrate sentenced (Jandhi to two months1 simple impnsoumenL
There were hnndmls of Indians as well as members of the bar
present in the court* (Jandhi felt a tittle embajrassed that he was
standing as an aeensec! in the very eonrt where he had often appeared
us counsel The uneasy feeling soon disappeared, now he considered
"thr role of a nolitieal prisoner far wore* honourable than that
of a lawyer", (iumihi was removed in tlu1 police van to Johannesburg
jail TJys was his first prison expcriew'e,
As soon as Gandhi was removed from the court, the Indians took
out a procession with black ilags. The police fell upon them and some
were iloggecLTlte Indians continued the simple, On January 14
Thumb! Naidu, chief picket and a brave satyagraln, and Mr,
Quinn, the president of tint Chinese Assoeiation, joined GawlltL By
January 29, 155 passive resistors many of them hawkers hailing
from different parts of India and belonging to diilerent castes and
creeds, courted imprisonment,
In South Africa only (wo classes of convicts were reeogM'/iedj the
whites and the blacks, Gandhi and his many associates were first
kept in u Negro ward, which could accommodate only fifty-one
prisoners, When the number rose to 151, the jail governor pitched